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The MAIUNG DATE of this commui 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of lime may be avaibbto under the provrsions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). in no event, however, mey a repty be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the maifino dale of this communication. 

• If the period for repty spectfied above is tez» than thirty (30) days, e repty within the statutory minimum oi thirty (30) days win be considered timely. 

- If NO period for repty ts spedflad above, the maximunt ssatutory period wilt appiy artd v^t expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• Faiture to reply within the set or extended period for reply %vfll, tiy statute, cause the applicstion to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the maSing date of this communication, even if timely fSed. may reduce any 
earned psAttA term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b), 

Status 

ResoonsiVB to communicationfe^ filed on 09 January 2004. 
2a)B This acUon Is FINAL. 2b)D This action Is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is 

Closed in accordance with the practice under Exparfe Quayfe, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) IS Ciaim(s) 1,2.4.6 and 8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above daim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim{s) 1.2.4.6 and 8 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objeded to. 

8) 0 Clalm(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

10) 12 The drawing(s) filed on 12 January 2004 is/are: a)12 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required If the drawing{5) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 . 121 (d). 

11) D The oath or declaration Is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acl^nowledgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (0. 
a)D AH b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Ceftified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the Intemational Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) 12 Notice Of References Cited (PTO^) 
7) Q Notice of Drafl$pefSOft*& Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
3) □ Information Disclosure Slatement(s) (PT0.1449 or PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(8)/Mail Date . 



4) □ Interview Summafy (PTO-413) 

Paper No(8)/Mafl Date. . 

5) □ Notice of informal Patent Application (PT0-1S2) 

6) □ Other: . 
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r^v I'^^ ^^'^^ ^0 CHASM SUPPLYING COPinS OFCITtD U S PA i knt 
A. r^oJJ^^^'^ "^'^^ ^'^^'^^'^ '^^■'■•O'^'S. AND PILOT TO r VaLU XT^^^ 
AL rERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUcli U S PAtInT 

REFERENCES 



Summary 



Ihc Uniicd Slates Paicni jnd Trademark Office (Office or USPTOk oi,oe • .k 

(I) cease mailing copies of U S oatcnK -.nVn V , ^ "'^ """^ ^"'"^"^ 

references) with OffL -.r.ioi r f"""" ='PP''""o" Publicni/ons (US paicni 

Ap'pLl'^in'ti^L'on R .'^^^^^^^^^ f ^'----^ P-atc Patent' 

Referent-.* " Tx^f^ «^^intvai (KAiR) ^yMem which hits a new feature called 'F-Paienl 

ReSces °' '^"^^^ ^'^^^ ^.S. Paten, 

utiice s private PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloading of U S patents and IJ ^ 
patent app!.cat,on publications. The new feature will allow authorled user o^^^T^^^^^^^ 

examiner on form PTO-892 m Office actions, as well as U S oatcnts and i i <; «^»^, , r . 

lorn A ,°K ''"T'"'" '"'^^ do-n'oad.ng step with the documents 

c^cn t °r ^ •P'^^ -'^'^h is an improvement over le 

current pagc-by-pagc retrieval capability from other USPTO systems. 



Safto"'"'"' ""^^ "^'^-"^ .he P.O. Projec, and 

^cZZt:::'^ LX"* '^you don. already have 

prac.i.ioner. -o akc atv n of^^^^^^^^^ "o« rcpresen. Jby a 

pending and new application filings wirh Sdr .^Sr '="''7«^""™^'er. associate all of thdr 
(supplied by the oZe) requil^dfo access p^^^^ P.^'f^ 7""' ^^^"^ 

make appropriate arrangements for /n.cmct acwss 1^ Tif T '^'I"'""" 
digital certificate arc available at the Officc-rni; o "«l™c..ons for obtaining a PK; 

Obtain a digital certilicate: noianzcd signature will be required to 

SS^S^^ r ber ae,ocst fo.. PTO- 

transmittcd by facsimile to the Elecmni^ « ^ completed fomi can then be 

address on the forrn. if vo^ i r^lf (''^^> 30«-2840. or mailed to Ihc 
number must be associat'ed wUh !o2cis Itr ''r' S'"' ^^"^ registration 

registration number to the C:«;rerN^tTR^^^^^^^^ r"""'^"/ 

http7/wwvv,»p,o t.ov/cbc/r.^ U^.;^ p^i, ^^'^^ at. 

Sdma^Jy^iofSur^^^^^^^ 
available over the Internet ustgToffice^i^^^^^^ 
references to be downloaded will beSavl^ hv p"p! o 
be estimated. Applicants »dZistenS^?SSf 

or any combination of citeTrefST sTrTZ' '° ^" ^^''^'^ ^<='""«'«s 

documents as Adobe Ponab fZment pt^at p^^^^^^^ 7" - complete 

USPTO will include a copy of this notice v^Xnn^'^ . " " P'"°^ ^'^^e. the 

new feature and. if needcS to laie th^ie^s lh f '° ^PP"'^^'^ '° '"is 

feature during the piloTSd iLreafte ' ^ ^''^ '° ^•'"^ '° n«w 

S^^reTrS;;;:^^^^^^^ ^'^^^ -P-'^y of the E.Patent 

application publication Ser/s Wh^^^^^^ ^"rff P"''^"' ^ S. patent 

publication References cSry":^^^^^^^ ^f"' ' P^''^"' ^P^''"^-" 

the pilot project, applicants Z^^I J T '° ''^ '""''^ ^''^ ^^'"'^ <»"ring 
feature to e|!ctronrca..ytce" rdown d ci"d U '^^^^^-^ 
publication references so the Office Z^be ltl^l ? T " P''""' application 
public is encouraged to submk o^cl L^^^^^^^ Ofn? n '^t'"''*^ performance. The 
E-Patem Reference fea.ureTuringTc pTo ?urlh« h °" "'^^^""y P-ronnance of U,e 
practitioner., and applicant, nrrcorcsentcH hu ^ """^ P'"°^ ^'^'^'^^'^ 

.he feature, develop a prof^^i^^iru'S^^ "^^P-^--* 
using the new access tS .he S U s JenL ' -'^n^' Processes for 

rortheanticipatedcessationofthe^^fur^^^^^^^ 



Comments 

meZ^l'^*""""''".? ^'"^"'""^ "^'''"^^ be in wniing and directed .o .he 

l^J^ImM! M 1 ♦J^'.^^'^'n^^'s arc considered m the evaluation of tl.c pilot proicci 
commcms should be submitted in writing by January 1 5. 2004. ^ 

SLmmPrl^ '^'A'^"''"" applications should be sc„i to the Icchn.,l«,y Centers- 
customer service centers. Comnricnts concerning dieitalcertif.caie^ r..c.«T ! . 

Implementation after Pilot 

Aflcr the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above the 
For Further Information Contact 

Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This OfTice Action is responsive to the amendment filed 09 January 2004 in which claims 
3, S, 7, and 9 were canceled. 

Drawings 

1. The drawings were received on 12 January 2004. These drawings are approved. 

Oaim Rejections - 35 VSC§ 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use at on 
sde in this countiy, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Thompson (2,045,031). 

Thompson discloses a vehicle independent suspension system having mans for 
supporting a pair of wheels on a vehicle body, each wheel support including: an upper control 
arm (19), a lower control arm (10) associated with the upper control arm and located beneath the 
upper control arm, said control arms co-operating to mount a wheel carrier (1 7) on a vehicle 
body, the inner end of the upper control arm being cormected by a first articulating joint to the 
vehicle body (on 20, see Figure 2), said outer end of the upper arm connected by a second 
articulating joint (18) to the wheel carrier, the inner end of the lower arm connected by a third 
joint (13) to the vehicle body, the outer end of the lower arm connected by a fourth joint (16) to 
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the wheel carrier, a compression spring (2S), the upper end of the spring being connected by a 
fifth articulating joint (3 1) to the vehicle body, wherein a bump stop (sec Figure 2, below the 
location of the numeral "25a") is mounted on the body below the firth joint to engage the upper 
control arm when the spring is compressed, the lower end of the compression spring being 
connected by a sixth joint (37) to the lower arm, the sixth joint having a center of rotation below 
one of a first line joining centers of rotation of the first and second articulating joints and a 
second line joining centers of rotation of the third and fourth joints (see Figure 2). The lower 
end of the spring is connected to the lower control arm. The compression spring is in an upright 
orientation (see Figure 2). The spring is a coil spring. An additional compression spring (40) is 
mounted between the body and the lower arm. 

Response to Argumenis 

4. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Booth shows a suspension of interest. 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a ftfst reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THR£E*MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
fmai action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Dunn whose telephone number is 703-305-0049. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur, alt. Fridays, 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on 703-308-2089. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-firee). 




David Dunn 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3616 



